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There are 323.1 million people living in the United States of America.  

Except for those of pure Native American origin, everyone in this country 

is of immigrant descent.  Many come to the United States for fortune.  

Many come for fame.   Many come for political or religious freedom.  

Many come for employment opportunities or family reasons.  In Khuan’s 

story, she came to America for family reasons. 

Khuan is from Thailand.  She is a housewife and mother of one.  She has 

a Bachelor’s degree in Library and Information Science from Thailand.  

Gardening is hobby for Khuan.  She also enjoys cooking and working out 

in the gym.  She and her daughter are the only ones from her family that 

came to America.  Her mother, father, and eight siblings still live in 

Thailand.  Her family was happy to see her come to America; they text 

and call each other often.  Khuan’s husband works at Boehringer 

Ingelheim and her daughter is a student at Missouri Western State 

University.  Khuan’s husband was only visiting Thailand, so five years ago 

Khuan’s husband decided to move the family to America. 

When Khuan first moved to America, the family lived in Atchison along 

with her husband’s kids. They moved to St. Joseph to be closer to her 

husband’s job.  Moving to America was tough for Khuan.  Neither her or 

her daughter knew English when they moved here.  Her husband’s kids 

were not respectful to her.  Things became better for Khuan when the 

family moved to St. Joseph.  Khuan also had to make several 

adjustments when she moved to America. American food is different from 

Thailand, and so is the lifestyle. 

Traditionally, American’s eat bread and potatoes with their meals.  In 

Thailand, rice is eaten with every meal. Khuan is not a fan of American 

food.  It is not spicy enough for her.  She can make a lot of the traditional 

foods found in Thailand, some of it coming fresh from her garden.  Durian 

is a famous fruit that is eaten in Thailand. It is a very sweet fruit, but 

many people do not like it because of its rotten smell. The neighborhoods 

in Thailand are different from America also.  In Thailand, everyone knows 

each other and they have tighter community’s. 

Even though life has been tough in America for Khuan, she has adjusted 

well.  Her English has improved. She has plans of getting a job once she 

feels that her English is good enough.  Although, not in her field of study.  

Her goals in life are to see her daughter graduate from college and get a 

job, and to have a happy life with her husband. She is well on her way to 

achieving her goals. 


